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What Calvin Coolidge
Didn’t Understand
About Native
Americans

Officially Indian
Symbols that Define the United States

2017 • Author: Cécile Ganteaume
Foreword by Colin G. Calloway
Afterword by Paul Chaat Smith

A wide-ranging exploration of the symbolic importance of
American Indians in the visual language of U.S.
democracy
 From maps, monuments, and architectural features to stamps
and currency, images of Native Americans have been used
repeatedly on visual expressions of American national identity
since before the country’s founding. In the first in-depth study
of this extraordinary archive, Cécile R. Ganteaume argues that
these representations reflect how government institutions
have attempted to define what the country stands for.  

 Beautifully illustrated and produced . . . each image or
symbol is accompanied by about two pages of explanatory
and analytic text. Officially Indian is a fascinating delight. 

— Steven Conn, The Public Historian
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